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Approach Championship
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Ponte Vecchio Golf





The most exclusive golf club in the world is open…for just three days a year!

‘I’ll be back and next time I play to win.’ So said Germany’s current World Champion, Bernhard Langer after playing in last year’s inaugural PONTE VECCHIO INTERNATIONAL APPROACH CHAMPIONSHIP. True to his word, Bernhard Langer, has confirmed that he will represent Germany in the unique match-play event that involves 16 golf professionals from 16 different countries played at what is surely the most exclusive golf club in the world, the Ponte Vecchio, the world famous XIII century bridge one of the iconic sights of Florence, December 15, 16 and 17.

BERNHARD LANGER will be joined by Ryder Cup star ROBERT KARLSSON, the winner of the 2006 Celtic Manor Wales Open and the Deutsche Bank Players Championship, representing Sweden and MARKUS BRIER, winner of this year’s Volvo China Open representing his home country of Austria.  The full list of countries that will be represented by the final field is as follows:

Austria


Denmark

England

Finland

France


Germany

Ireland


Italy

Japan


Korea


Netherlands

Scotland

Spain


Sweden


USA


Wales

The 2007 Edition with a first prize of €20,000 will be staged with the advising of IMG - the world’s leading sports marketing company. Moreover: EUROPEAN TOUR PRODUCTIONS, the European Tour’s TV production arm, will broadcast coverage of the exciting Championship around the world

Many innovations: CONTE OF FLORENCE, whose chairman, ROMANO BORETTI, conceived the idea of this unique competition, and MEDIAVIP, the society in Turin that, from  eight years, oversees the monumental organization, are introducing some well thought out changes to the Championship.

Not only will the event be spread over three days this year to allow for the sponsors to play a Pro-Am with the participating professionals but the format has also been enhanced.  The Championship involves players hitting from a specially constructed tee, built on the central span of the Ponte Vecchio, to real grass greens floating on the River Arno.  This year a fourth green has been added, and with each green set at a different distance from the bridge, the players not only have a greater choice but there is also a greater reliance on strategy.

With 16 players, the format too has changed.  The First Round will be played to the “Round Robin” format with the players being divided into four groups of four players.  All four players in their group play each other with the winner of each group together with the four highest scoring runners-up going forward to the knock-out stages.

But, the Ponte Vecchio Golf is more than a golf tournament, it is an opportunity for the 16 participating professionals and their families to enjoy the delights of the magical city of Florence.  From the cultural excitement of Michelangelo’s David and the sombre magnificence of the Duomo, to the gastro delights of Tuscan cooking and fine wines, to the most exclusive Christmas shopping in boutique of fashion and in craft workshop where is still living a tradition of timeless quality.

In short, the Ponte Vecchio International Approach Championship is a golf event like no other, played at the most beautiful golf club in the world – open for just three days a year!
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